1702-12] MAREST 70 GERMON 231

skin, or rather they are dressed in a robe made of
several skins sewed together.

The Illinois are much less barbarous than other
Savages; Christianity and intercourse with the
French have by degrees civilized them. This isto
be noticed in our Village, of which nearly all the
inhabitants are Christians; it is this also which has
brought many Frenchmen to settle here, and very
recently we married three of them to Illinois women.
These Savages do not lack intelligence; they are
naturally inquisitive, and turn a joke in a fairly
ingenious manner. Hunting and war form the
whole occupation of the men; the rest of the work
belongs to the women and the girls,— it is they who
prepare the ground which must be sowed, who do
the cooking, who pound the corn, who set up the
cabins, and who carry them on their shoulders in the
journeys. These cabins are composed of mats made
of flat rushes, which they have the skill of sewing
together in such a way that the rain cannot penetrate
them when they are new. In addition to this, they
are busied in working up the hair of the oxen and in
making it into leggings, girdles, and bags; for the
oxen here are very different from those of Europe;
besides having a great hump upon the back, near
the shoulders, they are also wholly covered with a
very fine wool, which takes the place of that which
our Savages would obtain from sheep, if there were
any in the Country.

The women thus occupied and humbled by work
are thereby more disposed to accept the truths of the
Gospel. It is not the same toward the lower part of
the Mississipi, where the idleness which prevails
among the women gives opportunity for the most



